
Demographic 
parameters
As part of the National Action Plan for Integration, 
specific integration indicators have been defined 
in order to enable the evaluation of the various di-
mensions of the integration process in Austria and 
to monitor this process in the long term. There can 
be changes to the indicators over time, yet these are 
kept as minor as possible in order to allow for com-
parability of the results over the years. Based on the 
25 specified integration indicators, particularly the 
five core indicators, and taking account of demo-
graphic parameters and subjective views, the current 
status of immigration and integration in Austria in 
2017/2018 and the main changes that occurred since 
the previous year can be summarised as follows:

Decline of immigration after a record year

 - In 2017, about 154,700 people immigrated to 
Austria while 110,100 people left the country. 
The result is a net immigration rate of around 
+44,600 people, was 31 % below the previous 
year's level (2016: +64,700 people). The main 
cause for this development can once more be 
seen in strongly decreased immigration of asy-
lum seekers from third countries (compared to 
the preceding year), while the immigration of 
EU nationals increased again.

 - Of the 154,700 people moving to Austria from 
other countries, 15,400 were returning Austrian 
citizens while another 86,600 were citizens of EU 
and EFTA countries. Romania had the largest 
share with 17,900 immigrants, followed by Ger-
many (16,200) and Hungary (13,100). Total immi-
gration from third countries (52,800) accounted 
for 34 % of all arrivals. The refugee migration 
from Syria (6,700), Afghanistan (2,100) and Iran 

(1,800) was far less significant than in the previ-
ous years. Compared to 2016 (73,000 arrivals), 
the number of immigrants from third countries 
decreased by a good 20,000 (28 %). Apart from 
refugee migration, the immigration of around 
14,300 citizens from former Yugoslavia (non-EU) 
was numerically the most significant.

 - With 16,300 persons in 2017, the net migration 
of third country citizens was the lowest in the last 
five years – the net migration of EU/EFTA citizens 
was about twice as high (33,500 persons). 

 - With around 24,700 cases in 2017, Austria reg-
istered similarly as many asylum applications as 
in 2014 (28,100), but significantly less than 2015 
(88,300) and 2016 (42,300). In 2017, most of the 
asylum seekers originated from Syria (7,400; 
2016: 8,800), Afghanistan (3,800; 2016: 11,800) 
and Pakistan (1,600; 2016: 2,500). Compared 
to other EU countries in 2017, Austria ranked 
eighth (after Germany, Italy, Greece and Swe-
den and others) in terms of absolute numbers 
of asylum applications in the EU and fifth (after 
Greece, Cyprus, Luxembourg and Malta) in rela-
tion to its population.

Increase of the population stock of foreign citizens

 - At the beginning of 2018, there were about 1.396 
million foreign citizens residing in Austria (15.8 % 
of the population). The increase of around 
54,000 foreign citizens compared to the begin-
ning of 2017 is the result of a positive net migra-
tion of foreign citizens of +49,800, a birth surplus 
(over deaths) of +13,800 as well as decreased 
naturalisations (-9,100). 

 - On an annual average 2017, approximately 1.97 
million people with a migrant background lived 
in Austria, around 72,400 more than 2016. With 
regard to the total population living in private 
households this corresponded to a share of 
23 %, made up of about 1.47 million foreign-
born people forming the “first generation”, 
as they were born abroad and immigrated to 
Austria. The remaining 501,000 persons were 
born in Austria as the children of foreign-born 
parents (“second generation”).

 - Among the foreign nationals in Austria, Germans 
remain by far the largest group. On 1 January 
2018, around 186,800 German nationals lived 
in Austria, followed by Serbian (120,200) and 
Turkish (117,300) nationals. Citizens of Romania 
(102,300) ranked fourth, those of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (95,200) ranked fifth. Nationals 
from Hungary, Croatia, Poland, Syria, Afghani-
stan and Slovakia held ranks six to ten. Further 
large groups of foreign nationals were citizens of 
Russia, Italy, Bulgaria, Kosovo and Macedonia.

 - The average age of the Austrian population 
on 1 January 2018 was 42.6 years. With an av-
erage age of 34.8 years foreign nationals were 
significantly younger than Austrian nationals 
(44.1 years). However, the age structure of the 
population not holding Austrian citizenship was 
extremely heterogeneous. People from the EU 
tended to be older than the overall population, 
while immigrants from third countries were con-
siderably younger.

age range of 3 to 6 years attending a childcare fa-
cility had language skills consistent with their age: 
17 % of the children from German-speaking fami-
lies and 70 % of the children whose first language 
was not German required language support in 
German. The need for language support was par-
ticularly high among Turkish, Persian and Arabic-
speaking children. At the end of the kindergarten 
year, 52 % of the supported children did not need 
any further language support.

In the school year 2016/17, the proportion of 
foreign students was 14.5 %. Partly clearly above 
the average were elementary schools, new sec-
ondary schools, special needs schools and poly-
technic schools. Below were schools leading 
to a university entrance qualification (Matura) 
and the apprenticeship. With a tendency to in-
crease, special needs schools (Sonderschulen) as 
well as polytechnic schools continue to have the 
largest proportion of immigrant children (21.1%), 
out of which more than two-thirds were third-
country nationals.

The number of foreign students attending univer-
sity in Austria and thus the proportion that these 
represent in the student body as a whole is still 
increasing. In winter term 2016/17, nearly 76,000 
foreign students were enrolled at universities and 
about 8,600 at universities of applied sciences. 
89 % of the foreign students came from other Euro-
pean countries. At the top were students from 
Germany (27,300 students), Italy (8,800), Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (3,200) and Turkey (3,000). 

In recent decades, the educational level of the 
Austrian and foreign population has continuous-
ly increased. Compared to the host society, the 
popu lation with a migrant background has a bipo-
lar structure. This means that 22 % of people aged 
25 to 64 years with a migrant background had an 
academic qualification in 2017, but only 18 % of the 
same-aged ones without a migrant background. 
In return, however, 26 % of the 25- to 64-year-
old population with a migrant background had 
at most a compulsory school leaving certificate 
compared to 10 % of the domestic population of 

Persons with a migrant background less fre-
quently have a paid occupation. The employ-
ment rate among people with a migrant back-
ground aged between 15 and 64 years was 64 % 
in 2017, while it stood at 75 % for those of the 
same age without a migrant background. This 
difference is mainly the effect of the low employ-
ment rate among female immigrants (59 % in 
comparison to 71 % of women without a migrant 
background). Women from the European Eco-
nomic Area have similarly high rates as women 
without a migrant background. People with Turk-
ish migrant background (55 %) and those from 
the main countries of origin of recent asylum mi-
gration (27 %) have the lowest levels of employ-
ment integration.

The professional position differs considerably 
between employed persons with and without 
a migrant background. The former are mainly 
working in white collar and public service posi-
tions (65 % in total) – only 21.5 % were in blue 
collar occupations in 2017. In contrast, people 

Health and social issues

The topics in the area of “health and social issues” 
are very heterogeneous. On the one hand, they refer 
to the income situation, on the other hand to life ex-
pectancy and health. In terms of income, the popula-
tion with a migrant background is in a worse position 
than the domestic population. They are more often 
employed in low-wage sectors and women, espe-
cially from third countries, are more likely not to work. 
This increases the poverty risk of households with a 
migrant background. In addition, there are long-term 
health problems and people with migrant background 
less frequently take advantage of early recognition 
and preventive examinations. Yet, in terms of life ex-
pectancy, there is hardly any difference between the 
population with and without migrant background.

In 2016, the net annual income (median) of the 
employed population throughout the year was 
24,900 EUR. Austrians earned 4 % more and 
foreigners on average (median) 19 % less. While 
persons from the EU (before 2004) and EFTA on 

average earned about as much as the Austrians, 
the net annual income of persons employed from 
the EU (after 2007) was the lowest at EUR 18,900 
(median); slightly higher was the net annual me-
dian income of persons from the former Yugo-
slavia (non-EU) and Turkey. Those born in third 
countries are employed in low-wage industries 
particularly often (29 %).

In 2016, 17 % of the population was at risk of slid-
ing into poverty or exclusion. The risk of poverty 
was nearly three times higher for foreign-born 
people (35 %) than for people born in Austria 
(13 %). Multiple risks of exclusion affected 12 % 
of the people born abroad and 3 % of the people 
born in Austria. In recent years, social benefits 
have reduced the risk of poverty among Austrian 
nationals by almost half and among foreigners 
by a good third.

Life expectancy at birth in 2017 hardly differed 
between persons born in Austria and abroad. 
For domestic men it was 79.2 years (foreigners 

ence person came from the EU (before 2004)/
EFTA had a similar amount of housing per capita 
as Austrians without a migrant background. The 
first generation usually has less living space per 
capita than the second generation.

Housing cost burden is significantly higher for 
people born abroad compared to Austrians. In 
2016, 15 % of Austrian households indicated to 
have spent more than 25 % of their household 
income on accommodation compared to 37 % 
of the immigrants. High housing cost burden 
affected both third-country nationals and EU/
EFTA citizens in a similar degree.

In 2017, 43 % of households in Austria lived in rent-
ed housing and 48 % in their own home. The pro-
portion of households in which the reference per-
son had a migrant background and lived in rented 
housing was 72 %, compared to 35 % for house-
holds without a migrant background. The high-
est proportion of people living in rented housing 
was led by reference persons with Turkish migrant 

background (81 %), followed by persons from the 
former Yugoslavia (non-EU) with 75 %. Immigrants 
from these countries of origin also more frequent-
ly live in poor housing conditions compared to 
Austrians.

The immigrant population in Austria is an urban 
phenomenon: Thus 63 % of those born abroad 
lived in cities with more than 20,000 inhabitants 
compared to a third of Austrians. With 40 % by 
far the biggest share of people born abroad lives 
in Vienna, while it is only 17 % of those born in 
Austria. The situation is opposite in smaller com-
munities with fewer than 5,000 inhabitants, in 
which 44 % of the locals and 19 % of migrants live. 
In January 2018, the proportion of immigrants in 
the population of 53 municipalities exceeded 
25 %. A total of 59 % of the immigrants and 28 % 
of the locals lived in these communities. The seg-
regation of migrants is relatively weak in Austria 
– on average, it is lowest among the German and 
Hungarian population group and highest among 
persons from Serbia, Macedonia and Poland. 

The Austrian respondents delivered a divided assess-
ment of integration: slightly more than half rated the 
integration of immigrants as “rather bad” (41 %) and 
“very bad” (13 %), and almost half as “rather good” 
(42 %) and “very good” (4 %). A longer-term compari-
son displays a wave movement in the assessment of 
the integration climate: according to the survey, the 
integration pessimism among the Austrian popula-
tion decreased from 68 % to 51 % between 2010 and 
2014. Between 2015 and 2017, the assessment dete-
riorated back to 64 %, but recovered to 54 % in 2018. 
Youth are much more optimistic in regards to the 
integration process than the population as a whole. 
Above all, people with higher education tend to be 
more sceptical about integration. How ever, smaller 
municipalities are more optimistic about integration 
than larger cities. 

The assessment of the integration process by im-
migrants was very positive: 92 % of those surveyed 
claimed to feel completely or rather at home in 
Austria; 7 % claimed to feel less at home and only 
2 % claimed to feel not at home at all. This optimism 
about integration is an expression of the feeling of 
having arrived of the population who migrated from 
the former guest worker areas. The perceived affili-
ation of the immigrants even increases over time. 
Women as well as very young and older respondents 
feel more at home in Austria, as do respondents with 
a length of stay of 20 years or more. The socio-eco-
nomic situation also influences the feeling of belong-
ing to Austria. Migrants from Turkey and Serbia tend 
to feel somewhat less at home than migrants from 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia. The situation 
of immigrants from the EU or the countries of asylum 
migration are not available, as they are not included 
in the sample.

Development of the birth rate

 - In 2017, 87,600 children were born in Austria, 
while 83,300 people died. The natural popula-
tion growth (the difference between live births 
and deaths) was thus clearly positive with 
+4,400 persons. There were, however, con-
siderable differences among people of differ-
ent nationality in Austria due to different age 
structures and fertility rates. Foreign nationals 
recorded a birth surplus of +13,800 persons, 
while Austrian citizens displayed a death sur-
plus (-9,400 persons).

 - On average, women living in Austria gave birth 
to 1.52 children in 2017 (2016: 1.53). Women 
born in Austria had an average of 1.40 children, 
while women born abroad had an average of 
1.92 children. Women from Afghanistan, Syria 
and Iraq particularly stand out with 3.91 chil-
dren. Women who had acquired Austrian citi-
zenship drew closer to the average fertility rate 
and only had 1.56 children, considerably fewer 
than women retaining foreign citizenship (1.95). 

 - The average age of mothers born in Austria at 
birth of their first child was 29.8 years in 2017. 
Women born abroad were about 2.2 years 
younger at birth of their first child. Women from 
Turkey gave birth to their first child at a consid-
erably younger age, namely 24.9 years, followed 
by women from Afghanistan, Syria and Iraq with 
25.2 years.

with migrant background predominantly held 
blue collar occupations (43 %). The proportion 
of blue collar occupations is particularly high for 
people coming from Turkey (60 %) and former 
Yugoslavia (non-EU; 56 %). The proportion of 
self-employment, with the exception of persons 
from Turkey and the former Yugoslavia, where 
it is significantly lower, is on average not very 
different between persons with and without a 
migrant background. In the second generation, 
the occupational status as well as the distribution 
of employment by sector is similar to that of the 
population without a migrant background. 

Austrian nationals and foreigners benefited 
equally from the decline in the unemployment 
rate (national definition) from 9.1 % to 8.5 % in 
2017; the difference between foreigners and 
Austrian nationals remained unchanged. Turk-
ish citizens and nationals of other third coun-
tries have particularly high unemployment rates 
(18.6 % and 19.0 %, respectively). However, the 
unemployment rates of people from Afghani-

stan, Syria and Iraq are even higher (48.3 %). Still, 
they recorded a particularly sharp decline com-
pared to 2016. Persons with basic qualifications 
form the largest group of people who become 
unemployed. In 2017, Austrians with a maximum 
compulsory school leaving certificate had an un-
employment rate of 27 % and equally qualified 
foreigners of 31 %.

79.6) and for domestic women 83.9 years (for-
eigners 83.6). Both men and women from the 
former Yugoslavia (non-EU) had the lowest life 
expectancy (77.7 and 81.5 years respectively). 
The mortality rate of children with a non-Austrian 
mother is higher than that of mothers born in 
Austria. The infant mortality rate was highest 
among mothers from other countries, followed 
by women from Turkey and the EU accession 
countries (from 2007).

People with a migrant background more often 
claim that they do not receive sufficient social 
support. The feeling of being left alone in seri-
ous personal problems is highest among people, 
especially women, from the former Yugoslavia 
(non-EU) and Turkey. Persons with a migrant back-
ground had less vaccination protection, visited 
less frequently the dentist and made less use of 
early diagnosis and preventive care services than 
the population without migrant background.

Security: 
Immigrants as victims and offenders

The integration monitoring contains indicators 
depicting immigrants both as crime victims and as 
offenders. The occurrence of crime among foreign 
nationals is analysed with a differentiation between 
suspects, convictions/convicted people and people 
newly imprisoned people. In addition, it depicts 
how often criminal acts regardless of the citizen-
ship were committed against immigrants. In all as-
pects, there were only minor changes compared to 
the previous year.

In 2017, 270,600 suspects were recorded by the 
police, about the same number as in the previ-
ous year. The proportion of foreign nationals was 
39.1 % but only 31.6 % of them were also living 
in Austria. Out of the 28,300 convictions, 42.3 % 
were foreign nationals – without information 
about their usual place of residence. Among the 
new prisoners, the proportion of foreigners was 
60.4 %, not least because the inclusion of peo-

Family forms

The social dimension of integration consists of per-
sonal relationships that range from marriage through 
friendship to recreational behaviour. Marriages with-
in an ethnical group (endogamy) and outside of it 
(exogamy) are particularly important in that context. 
A large number of mixed marriages may serve as an 
indicator of mutual acceptance whereas a high num-
ber of endogamous marriages may point to isolation 
from the majority society. However, a clear answer 
based on Austrian statistics is not possible. Although 
the proportion of marriages with foreign participa-
tion is increasing, it is unknown to what extent it takes 
place within or outside an ethnic group.

In 2017, there were nearly 45,000 marriages in Aus-
tria, just as many as in the previous year. Of these, 
66.5 % were between bridal couples born in Aus-
tria, 11.5 % between bridal couples born abroad 
and another 22 % in which a foreign partner mar-
ries a domestic partner. In an increasing propor-
tion of marriages, at least one partner comes from 
abroad. This ongoing internationalisation is due 
to the increasing numbers of marriages between 
people born in Austria with a migrant background 
and people from the region of origin.

Asked whether living with immigrants had changed 
for the better or for the worse in recent years, 16 % of 
the Austrians found that there was an improvement, 
while 42 % did not see any change and another 42 % 
assessed living together as worse. This means that 
the assessment has improved compared to the previ-
ous year, the decline in the influx of refugees and the 
good economic situation may explain this develop-
ment. Young people and people on higher incomes 
mainly gave a more positive assessment of the situ-
ation. Integration pessimism continues to exist pri-
marily in medium-sized and larger cities.

Asked whether their personal situation had improved 
or worsened in the past five years, 33 % of the migrant 
respondents said that their situation had improved, 
47 % saw no change and 20 % experienced a deterio-
ration in their living situation. Mainly older, less well-
educated immigrants who lived longer in Austria were 
more satisfied with the change of their situation than 

younger, well-educated persons who had been living 
in Austria for a shorter period. Primarily migrants from 
Turkey (32 %) noticed a deterioration of their situation.

In a further questionnaire, the Austrians were asked 
whether they had contact with immigrants and 
whether they believed that they were treated worse 
in Austria because of their origin compared to per-
sons without a migrant background. With regard to 
the first question, 51 % of the Austrians said that con-
tact with immigrants is now part of everyday life. This 
applies above all to pupils, students and employed 
persons. Housewives and retired persons have 
much less contact with migrants. Approximately the 
same proportion of people who have contact with 
migrants as in the previous year noticed a disadvan-
tage of this group of people due to their origin (23 %).

Fields of action and 
integration indicators
Language and Education 

People with a migrant background living in Austria 
have a different educational profile compared to 
people without a migrant background. However, 
the level of education of the migrant population is 
improving, partly because of the increasing internal 
migration within the EU and partly because of the 
selective immigration policy towards third-country 
nationals through the Red-White-Red – Card. In ad-
dition, the educational behavior and profile of the 
second generation adapts relatively quickly to that 
of the host society. The introduction of the compul-
sory final kindergarten year in combination with Ger-
man language support for children who do not reach 
the age-appropriate language level reduces the lan-
guage deficits during the transition to elementary 
school. Nevertheless, the proportion of foreign pu-
pils in special needs schools and polytechnic schools 

is slightly increasing, not least due to the entry into 
school of young people of the latest asylum migra-
tion who, if they do not speak German, often enter 
the education system at special needs schools.

Education starts in kindergarten. Foreign children 
under the age of two attend crèches, kindergar-
tens or other childcare facilities a little more often 
than Austrian children. This ratio reverses in chil-
dren between the ages of three and four. How-
ever, the differences are minor. In 2016, 25 % of 
non-Austrian one-year-old children were looked 
after outside of their home, while the proportion 
of Austrian infants added up to 23 %. The dif-
ference in the care rate for three-year-olds was 
slightly higher, with 82 % of non-Austrian and 86 % 
of Austrian children. In the obligatory final year of 
kindergarten (five-year-olds) there was hardly any 
difference, nor was there for school-age children 
in day-care and similar institutions.

The language skills monitoring survey conducted 
in 2016/17 showed that 65 % of the children in the 

the same age group. For second-generation im-
migrants, the educational level comes closer to 
that of the native population, which reflects in a 
lower proportion of people who only finished their 
mandatory schooling (17 % versus 27 % in the first 
generation).

Action in the area of education is required in the 
case of young people who do not have any educa-
tional qualifications after their mandatory school-
ing. Some 6 % of female pupils and 10 % of male 
pupils whose everyday language is not German 
did not complete compulsory school by the end of 
the school year in 2015/16. Among their German-
speaking schoolmates of the same age, only 3 % 
(boys) and 2 % (girls) did not complete compulsory 
school. On a positive note, the proportion of 15 to 
19-year-olds in initial or continuing training is also 
increasing among foreigners, with the exception 
of newly immigrated asylum migrants.

Gainful employment and unemployment

Besides the education system, paid employment 
is the essential vehicle for integration. Due to ever 
more rapid changes in economic structures and a 
declining demand for low qualified workers, the inte-
grative effect of gainful employment is less effective 
for a greater part of the foreign and a smaller part 
of the native population. In the good economic year 
2017, however, employment opportunities for all in-
creased, although the labour force potential contin-
ued to rise sharply, employment rates increased as a 
result and unemployment declined in all qualification 
groups. However, unemployment continues to affect 
foreign workers more than Austrian nationals (12.5 % 
compared to 7.5 %). This difference is almost entirely 
due to the difference in the unemployment rate of 
unskilled workers by citizenship.

The level of education is the lowest among work-
ers with Turkish and former Yugoslavian (non-EU) 
citizenship. People from these countries of ori-
gin had the highest proportions of people with 
a maximum of compulsory schooling and the 
lowest with academic education. In return, em-
ployed persons from the EU before 2004 (45 %) 
and from the EU accession states of 2004 (29 %) 
have significantly higher shares of academics 
than Austrians (20 %) employed persons. The 
group of employed persons from other coun-
tries also has a significantly higher proportion of 
university graduates (46 %) than Austrians. Of the 
6,615 people who received an evaluation/rec-
ognition of their foreign qualifications between 
2016 and 2017, 59 % were academics. 49 % were 
EU/EFTA nationals and 14 % came from Afghani-
stan, Syria and Iraq. 

The share of long-term unemployed (more than 
12 months without a job) rose to 17.2 % in 2017, 
indicating the structural nature of a large part of 
unemployment in Austria. Foreign nationals are 
less frequent among the long-term unemployed 
(12.2 % compared to 19.3 % among Austrian na-
tionals), not least because they often do not fulfil 
the eligibility requirements for unemployment 
assistance.

Although youth unemployment among Austrian 
and foreign nationals decreased in 2017, it re-
mains high at 7.7 % (national definition) for Aus-
trian terms. The unemployment rate for 15- to 
24-year-olds from Afghanistan, Syria and Iraq fell 
particularly sharply (from 49.4 % to 37.2 %). This 
may also be partly due to the significant increase 
in training. The total number of training courses 
for foreign nationals increased by 5,800, and 
more than half of the increase concerned persons 
from this group of countries of origin.

ple remanded in custody awaiting trial as well as 
of detainees pending deportation increases the 
proportion of foreigners disproportionately.

In 2017, as in the previous year, three tenths of 
all crime victims were foreign nationals. Look-
ing at their share of the population on an an-
nual average 2017 (15.6 %), the proportion of 
foreign nationals affected was twice as high as 
among Austrians (1.8 % compared to 0.8 %). As in 
the previous year, Africans were particularly fre-
quently crime victims, followed by persons from 
the country group Afghanistan, Syria and Iraq.

Living conditions and segregation

Disposable incomes as well as access to housing in-
fluence the opportunities of households with a mi-
grant background in the housing market. The ma-
jority of the population with a migrant background 
lives in rented apartments, often in buildings from 
the Gründerzeit-era. Due to structural conditions, 
the majority is not evenly distributed within the re-
spective municipality – and not within Austria. They 
live mostly in urban areas, and here mostly in housing 
complexes in strongly traffic-exposed areas and less 
prestigious districts with low rents.

In 2017, the average per capita living space was 
approximately 45m2. Households without mi-
grant background had approximately 49m2, while 
households with migrant background possessed 
only 30m2 on average. The lowest per capita liv-
ing space is available for people from Turkey 
(23m2 per capita), followed by people from the 
former Yugoslavia (non-EU) with 26m². On the 
other hand, households whose household refer-

Naturalisations

The number of naturalisations indicates the willing-
ness to renounce the original citizenship to attain 
the Austrian one, which could indicate the extent 
to which immigrants identify with Austria. However, 
one should keep in mind that the share of naturali-
sations also depends on the number of immigrants 
from previous periods since naturalisation is only 
possible after a certain duration of stay.

In 2017, there were 9,100 naturalisations, with 
a slight upward trend. More than a third were 
already born in Austria. 83 % of the naturalized 
persons came from third countries, with the ma-
jority coming from the former Yugoslavia (non-
EU; 31%). Another 9% came from Turkey. Most 
of the new citizens are young – almost half were 
under 25 years old.

Subjective views

The subjective assessment of the integration 
process and the integration climate comple-
ments the monitoring of integration in Austria. 
Between mid-February and the end of March 
2018, GfK Austria asked the population with and 
without a migrant background how they per-
ceive the integration process. The answers are 
based on the questioning of 2 random samples; 
the first comprised 887 people born in Austria, 
aged above 15 and of Austrian nationality, the 
second comprised 1,099 aged above 15, who 
themselves or whose parents emigrated from 
the former Yugoslavia or Turkey. 

Asked whether they felt disadvantaged in Austria, 
almost a quarter of the migrant respondents feels that 
they are either always, mostly or rather disadvantaged 
because of their migrant background. However, more 
than three quarters do not feel disadvantaged or 
rarely or never feel disadvantaged. These data show 
a significant reduction in discriminatory experiences. 
Persons with Turkish migrant background significantly 
more often report disadvantages.

When asked about the expected adaptation of im-
migrants, 17 % of Austrians strictly or largely rejected 
all points of questioning that ranged from sceptical 
to xenophobic, while only 3 % necessarily or largely 
agreed with them. This means that the declared 
xeno phobia is low. However, the majority would like 
to see a better adaptation, but only about 10 % to 
16 % approved all other options such as return, pro-
hibition of political involvement or restrictions in the 
choice of a partner. 

In order to identify the cultural distance, the migrant 
respondents were asked whether they approved 
or disapproved the lifestyle observed in Austria. 
According to the survey, the vast majority agreed 
with the Austrian lifestyle: 30 % fully approved and 
56 % largely approved the way most people in Aus-
tria lead their lives. Approval is higher among people 
with low formal qualifications than among better-
educated immigrants. The proportion of rejection is 
significantly higher for persons with a Turkish migrant 
background than for persons from the former Yugo-
slavia (non-EU).
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S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Labour Force Survey (Microcensus),
average of all weeks of a year - Population in  private households

Total

Without migrant background

With migrant background

EU accession countries since 2007

Former Yugoslavia (non-EU)

Turkey

Pre-2004 EU countries/EFTA

EU accession countries 2004

Other countries

Employment rates 2017
by age and migrant background status
In % of population of same age with same migrant background

S: AMS AUSTRIA, employment market survey/stats; special analysis
1) AMS Austria, employment career monitoring 2017; BMS - Intermediate vocational school, 
AHS - Academic secondary school, BHS - higher vocational school
2) Without people of unknown nationality

Nationality

Total

Austrian

Non-Austrian

Turkey

Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq

Pre-2004 
EU countries/EFTA

EU accession 
countries 2004

Former Yugoslavia
(non-EU)

Total
Compulsory

school1

Other Coutries²

Apprentice-
ship, BMS1 AHS, BHS1 University1

Unemployment rate 2017 by nationality and level of education

EU accession 
countries since 2007

8.5 %

7.5 %

12.5 %

7.0 %

7.2 %

14.6 %

13.6 %

18.6 %

48.3 %

19.0 %

28.3 %

26.8 %

30.7 %

14.8 %

15.3 %

24.5 %

38.2 %

51.2 %

50.3 %

39.9 %

6.5 %

6.4 %

6.7 %

7.4 %

5.5 %

6.9 %

6.8 %

6.1 %

21.2 %

6.3 %

3.5 %

3.2 %

4.4 %

5.0 %

2.5 %

3.8 %

1.5 %

1.8 %

44.8 %

9.7 %

5.5 %

5.0 %

7.4 %

4.8 %

6.1 %

7.2 %

5.0 %

6.1 %

66.1 %

13.2 %
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The Austrian population by citizenship and country of birth or migrant background
in overview 

Second immigrant generation
born in Austria

Total population on 1 January 2017
8,822,267 (100.0 %)

First immigrant generation
born abroad

500,835 (5.8 %)

Population without migrant background
at least one parent born in Austria

Population with migrant background
both parents born abroad

6,675,503 (77.2 %) 1,970,337 (22.8 %)

1,469,502 (17.0 %)
Microcensus
(survey in private households) Annual average 2017

Population statistics 
(based on civil registration records) of 1 January 2018

Austrian nationals
7,426,387 (84.2 %)

Born in Austria
6,918,831 (78.4 %)

Born in Austria
206,313 (2.3 %)

In Austria for between 5 and 10 years
250,978 (2.8 %)

Born abroad
507,556 (5.8 %)

Born abroad
1,189,567 (13.5 %)

Foreign nationals
1,395,880 (15.8 %)

In Austria for 10 years or longer
547,137 (6.2 %)

In Austria for less than 5 years
597,765 (6.8 %)

Foreign born population

1,697,123 (19.2 %)
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Syria
11,827

Afghanistan
4,274

Iran
1,304

Iraq
1,160

520

unknown
1,289

Somalia
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Recognized refugees
in Austria 2015 – 2017

by nationality
Total 2015: 14,413
Total 2016: 22,307
Total 2017: 21,767

0 500 1,000 2,000 3,000 3,500 4,000 4,500 5,000 5,500 6,000 6,500 7,000 7,500 8,000 8,500 16,00015,5002,5001,500

8,114
15,528

2,083
1,756

436
439

637
1,328

667
460

1,333
1,690

548
494

Foreign nationals
Top 10 nationalities on 1 January 2018

Germany 186,841

Serbia 120,174

Turkey 117,297

Romania 102,270

Bosnia & Herzegovina 95,189

Hungary 77,113

Croatia 76,682

Poland 62,190

Syria 48,103

Afghanistan

0 20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000 100,000 120,000 140,000 160,000 180,000

45,724

S.: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, population statistics. 1.1.2018

Austria

Romania
Turkey

Former Yugoslavia
(non-EU)

Afghanistan

Syria

EU accession
countries 2004

Hungary

Other countries

Pre-2004 EU
countries/EFTA

Immigration to and emigration from Austria 2017
by nationality

Asylum applications
in EU/EFTA countries 2017

per 1,000 inhabitants

Asylum recognitions
in EU/EFTA countries 2017

per 100,000 inhabitants

S.: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, migration statistics

15,420

13,113

17,863

14,833

14,180 10,296

EU accession
countries since 2007
(without Romania)

10,329 8,016

7,065

9,447

7,563

20,563

Germany16,234 10,64725,477

Iraq
839

6,691

2,103
Afghanistan

Syria

Iraq
1,198

849

1,954

3,347

14,320
Turkey

Former Yugolavia
(non-EU)

Other countries
20,304

3,049

9,168

Population with migrant background 2017
by immigrant generation

Persons (in 1,000)

S.: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, microcensus on workers,
annual average over all weeks. - Population in private households.

S.: EUROSTATS.: EUROSTAT

228
Pre-2004
EU countries/EFTA

36
Pre-2004
EU countries/EFTA                     

56
EU accession
countries 2004

53
EU accession
countries
since 2007

157
Former Yugoslavia

(non-EU)

115
Turkey

74
Other countries

219
EU accession
countries 2004

171
EU accession
countries
since 2007

358
Former Yugoslavia

(non-EU)

157
Turkey

257
Other countries

264
Pre-2004
EU countries/EFTA

275
EU accession
countries 2004

224
EU accession
countries
since 2007

515
Former Yugoslavia

(non-EU)

272
Turkey

90
Afghanistan,

Syria, Iraq

80
Afghanistan,

Syria, Iraq

10
Afghanistan,

Syria, Iraq

331
Other countries

Russian
Federation

Population living in private households
8,645,840 (100.0 %)

Total

First
generation

Second
generation

Greece

France
EU/EFTA average

Spain
Slovenia

Denmark
Bulgaria
Hungary
Romania

Croatia
Czechia
Poland

Slovakia

Cyprus
Luxembourg

Malta
Austria

Germany
Sweden

Switzerland
Italy

5.4

1.5
1.4

0.7
0.7

0.6
0.5

0.3
0.2
0.2

0.1
0.1

0.0

5.4
4.1

4.0
2.8

2.7
2.6

2.1
2.1

Austria

Finland
Malta

France
Cyprus

Denmark
Great Britain
Netherlands

Italy
Slovenia

Spain
Hungary

Poland
Czechia
Slovakia

Germany
Luxembourg

Sweden
Greece

Belgium
Norway

Switzerland
EU/EFTA average

237

53
41

36
27
27

21
21

10
7

1
1

0
0
0

187
184

152
92

88
76
75

54

to
Austria

2017
Total: 154,749

from
Austria

2017
Total: 110,119
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